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Schelling and Acosmism. Spinozism-interpretation in "Freiheitsschrift"

HIRAO Masahiro

Abstract

Schelling examines various definitions of pantheism in his "Freiheitsschrift". One of
them is the definition of pantheism as the denial of finite things. Schelling insists that this
definition does not adapt to pantheim and spinozism, offering the possibility of the unique
interpretation of Spinozism, by identifying finite things in Spinoza's philosophy and the
monades of Leibniz.

The uniqueness of this interpretation stands out in the history of interpretation of
Spinozism in Germany. Hegel and Maimon define spinozism as acosmism, which is the
interpretation rejected by Schelling in "Freihetisschrift". Schelling does not refer the term
'acosmism', but many thinkers, for example Platner, Mendeslsohn and Wolf, consider
Spinozism as acosmism, or the system affirming only one substance and denying finite things
or the world, without using the name of 'acosmism'.

We point out that, at first, it is important to acknowledge that Schelling rejects the
acosmism-interpretation of spinozism but catches Spinoza's Philosophy in relating to that
of Leibniz, since Maimon, Platner, Mendelssohn and Wolf also interprete Spinoza in relation
to Leibniz,. But it must be questioned the reason why Schelling rejects the acosmism-
interpretation of spinozism. The answer is in the fundamental framework of "Freiheitsschrift"

in which Schelling aims integrating idealism and realism. For him, the representative

FR204E10H30H AR E]
RBCGESERSY: #BaEE IR ERERD

43



KRBESE Rt AN HaFm 5

idealism is that of Fichte's "Wissenschaftslehre", and the typical realism is the philosophy
of Spinoza. Spinozism, therefore, must be just realism, for Schelling, to be integrated to the

'real-idealism' by himself.
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