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The Views on the British Empire by a Japanese Colonial Bureaucrat:
YOSHIMURA Gentaro and the Egyptian Problems

KATO Michiya

Key Words : YOSHIMURA Gentaro, Colonial Bureaucrat, Egyptian Problem, British Empire,
Colonial Rule

Abstract
YOSHIMURA Gentaro was a colonial bureaucrat who served at the Home Office, the Cabinet

Legislation Bureau, and the Japanese Government-General of Kwantung Leased Territory from
1899 to 1914. From 1917, he was engaged in the Colonial Bureau and published two reports
on Egypt: Egyptian Problems (1921) and Irish and Egyptian Problems (1922). In these reports, he
criticized fundamentally the British rule in Egypt because the British policy in Egypt, based on
the paternalistic view, failed to handle the independence movement by the Egyptian people.
Although YOSHIMURA criticized the British rule in Egypt, it does not necessarily mean
that he was critical with the imperialism itself. Rather he believed that Japan should take more
leadership in Asia in order to protect Asia from ‘unfair intervention’ by the Western Powers.
His views on the colonial rule, in my opinion, were in line with the colonial policy adopted by

the Japanese government at the time.
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