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The Irish Problems Observed by an Government Official
: The Views of YOSHIMURA Gentaro

KATO Michiya

Abstract

YOSHIMURA Gentaro, an government official serving in the Japanese Government-General
of Kanto Leased Territory surveyed the British colonial situations including Ireland. He
observed the Irish situation under British control and had the important lessons from it. His
conclusion was that British governance of Ireland should be seen as a failure because it lacked
the mutual trust. He criticized severely the way of British governance in Ireland but did not
deny the colonial rule itself. He rather insisted that the Japanese colonial rule as an antidote
against the western expansion to Asia and that Japan should take a more leading role in Asia.
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