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The Irish Problems Observed by an Official of the Japanese
Government-General of Korea : The Views of TOKINAGA Urazo

KATO Michiya

Abstract

TOKINAGA Urazo, an official serving for thirteen years between 1910 and 1922 in the
Japanese Government-General of Korea, visited the US and Europe to study and understand the
influence of self-determination advocated by President T. W. Wilson in relation to the Koreans
under Japanese rule during World War 1. He observed the situation of Ireland under British
control and compared its aspects with the Japanese rule over Korea. His conclusion was that
Japanese colonial rule of Korea was totally different from the British governance of Ireland.
Although he thought that the British were cruel and suppressive, on several points there was a
need for the Japanese Government-General of Korea to learn some important lessons from the
British failure to establish order in Ireland.
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