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The Career of Morel and His Contribution to Japan

HAYASHIDA Haruo
Abstract

Edmund Morel was the first Engineer- in-Chief of Imperial Railways of Japan. There are
several misunderstandings on his career; when and where he was born, what school he
studied, where and what he undertook before came to Japan, and to whom and when he
married. Inquiring the original materials in Britain as well as in Japan, I try to resolve these
confusions. On the other hand Mr. Morel, who was an Associate Member of the Institution of
Civil Engineers, made some important propositions other than his profession to the Japanese
Government; it should found the national institution of technology to educate the young
talents, and establish the ministry of public works to develop effectively.

In this article, I inquire the background of his contributions at the beginning of Meiji Era,
considering his characteristic career.

I disclose, for the convenience of the followers of this theme, the results on my investigation
at National Archives especially with reference to Morel in Labuan.
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9) THIAZFBHE | [#5MEEEHE | 131 > F ¥ OFamily Record Centre CAFTE 72, [FETTEE
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[B] Frank RMiles, compiled by, King's College School: Alumini, 1831~ 1866, With
Historical and Biographical Notes; A Register of Pupils in the School under the First
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(AZEHLEE) Thb, %< DEMEECollegeiRRITD HFE % Fh o Tz, Oxford®
Cambridge # H#g L Literature DepartmentiZ/E$ 5 AEHEZIZKCSTHMZEDOMIRZ LT
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After serving a regular period of pupilage in my office, he practiced on his own
account for about 8 months as a Civil Engineer at Melbourne and engaged for
about 5 months as Assistant Engineer to the Provincial Government of Otago'®,
New Zealand, and for about 7 months was Chief Engineer to the Provincial
Government of Wellington.
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[F] # ot AR%45 (Minute of the Proceedings of the ICE, PNFPICELWT)? @
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A5Piccadilly ® Nottinghill IZFEE L T2 2 & 1F, [HAFERAE] RPKCSO A%H LE TH
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Zealand, 684E 1 H ~ 7 H 4 # CTH |ZLabuan, 694 2 A ~714F 4 B % # CThe China
Steam Ship Company Co. Labuan ( 3 & U714 7 H Imperial Government Railways,

N DOWTRAS, FEHKIEEBASITT ¥ F V)5 ICEE S GRIEIXE R IRITRIERD,
HEZHKREOBEPSELVNVICELZRH /EDI L THE, ShBEEAINICHEME S % EE
D1 IRERHIEW-EFROER L 2o 72N L2 EITH 5,

28) [E] [F] \2X#iE R4y, XY, BXURoyal Engineers®#B4r TWoolwich TH FAE &
HoHH, ASDEFEO T 200, [E] [F] 2 WIEKCSO I A0 idPkE Likv, 4
BORMERETH 5,

29) BIFEBEEBIFIN TR o/228, HAABELHELZEVIVREOTEH 2 LD
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30) National Archives (GEE/AEEE) FTED, TLIV -5 77 VEBRERZ, AEICKEEE
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Yokohama, Japan) & %o T\Ww5b%, BEEEE LTABIA L7, EEMRBE R SO
—BORAXED T T T VIV EEEFHL TV A,

Labuan 13486 5 B, HELISEAY CEEL, WRIEKTHm, <L—37 - 43
T DRVATREDTVAA BILEDPERETH D, VARV EFBEOFHEICHY,
FHLMEEAR O 1M I I MBI E, ke L CEEMS TS -72*, Anne Thurston,
Records of the Colonial Office, Dominions Office, Commonwealth Relations Office.and
Commonwealth Office, HMSO, 1995.%*5, Labuan®#EAZFIHL L9,

Labuan was ceded to Britain in 1846 by the sultan of Brunei (qv). It was given a
nominated legislétive council under a governor in 1848, and was a separate colony
until 1890, when administration was entrusted to the British North Borneo
Company. Its Borneo representative became governor of Labuan with legislative
powers, and the legislative council was abolished. In 1906 the governor of the
Straits Settlements was appdinted governor of Labuan, which was annexed to the
Straits Settlements (qv) in 1907 as part of Singapore. It was constituted as a
separate settlement in 1912. It was under Japanese occupation during World War
I until their surrender in 1945 and in 1946 it was united with North Borneo (qv).

614E 6 H26H, Labuan Coal Company (I FLCCEME$) Sk E¥hi-, HEELE
\COBCEERED 7T ABY, ZOHZHEE ; AF 27— b (Charles JFStuart) &4 —F
VHEEINTVWEOMER SN 5™, 62 6 AICARAIBOMENDH Y, 6359 FioT L
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The China Steam Ship and Labuan Coal Company®® (BLFCSLC& #&3) | ZD
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10H 2 H, Departure of Mr.Morel to survey Line of proposed Railway. [SCHEHE)

I beg to inform you that Mr. Edmund Morel C.E. leaves London this evening for Labuan,
with the view of surveying the line of the proposed Railway from the Mines of Coal Point to
the Harbour of Victoria and reporting thereon as it was not possible to obtain a passage direct
for Mr. Morel, he proceeds to Bombay en route to Singapore. I now beg to acknowledge
receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo: and to request that you will instruct Governor
Callaghan to afford Mr. Morel every assistance in his power. T have given him a personal
introduction to His Excellency and I trust his report will enable the Company to proceed with
the works of no distant period.

I have the honour to remain. Sir

42 (406)



PREFEG  ELVIVORE L Bt RHIES)

Your Most Obédient Servant, Hickie, Chairman
To Mr. Secretary Cardwell, Colonial Office
101184}, Callaghani@®%i, MorelHE L7200 H L LD L W) BEOFK,

[CO-144-25], War and Colonial Department and Colonial Office; Labuan, Original
Correspondence Despatches, Office and Individuals, Original Correspondence- Secrétary of
State. 18664F SairE) |

(18664 3 A 6 HF1E) p.9o
Gentlemen

I am directed by Mr. Secretary Cardwell to transmit to you, for your information. The
copy of a despatch from the Governor of Labuan reporting the arrival of Mr. Morel, a Civil
Engineer sent out by the Labuan Coal Company to survey the line of the proposed Railway
from the Mines at Coal Point to Victoria Harbour, and also communicating further intelligence
respecting the Mines.

[18664E 3 H 6 HFA4E) p.10,
John Hiekie Esq. chairman of the China Steam Ship and Labuan Coal Company Ltd.

With reference to your letter of the 2 nd October last, I am directed by Mr. Secretary
Cardwell to transmit to you, for the information of the Directors of the China Steam Ship and
Labuan Coal Company Ltd. The copy of despatch from the Governor of Labuan reporting the
arrival of Mr. E. Morel CE and communicating further intelligence respecting the Mines at
Coal Point.

3306 [18664F 2 H15H %8 Labuan 4 A 5 HA5] pp. 41~48,

FEXIEENRT T T IWIXEDDERoTVED, TITRR=VTEIZHAT L7
To the Right Honorable Edward Cardwell, Colonial Office, London

I have the honor to transmit an extract from a letter received from Mr. Morel CE with
reference to the proposed railway. The length, I believe, will be a little more than seven miles
and a half and it will be seen, he estimates that cost of everything it will not exceed £ 30,000.

I have walked over the greater part of the proposed line accompanied by Mr. Morel, and I
know the course the remainder of it is to take, and there do not appear to be any serious
engineering difficulties. According to the letter of the Chairman of the company forwarded in
your despatch No.12 of the 26th April 1865, it appears it was originally contemplated that the
line should terminate on the west side of Victoria Harbor.

The line now proposed terminates on the Eastern side as will be seen from a tracing made
by the Colonial Surveyor, a copy of which is enclosed. Victoria Harbor may be said not to
extend on this side beyond “Ramsay Point”, [BDBIRERICH % KE AR EBEL 7244
%] the side of the flagstaff, up to which there is good well sheltered anchorage.

The ground adjoining the “flagstaff road” has hitherto been reserved for Government
purpose and for town lots, it being expected that if the Colony were to improve to town would
extend in that direction. Most probably the construction of the railway would greatly tend to
promote this result, and I do not see any objection to the line being carried out to the Eastern
side of the Harbour as proposed. Mr. Morel has not given me any definite information as to
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the quantity of the ground the Company will request permission to occupy in this quarter, but
from trial he said I should suppose that no large space will be required.

I do not think it desirable that the Company should be allowed to occupy or purchase, much
ground in this quarter — and having regard to the limited extent of ground possessing harbour
frontage — I consider that the quantity allowed of this description, should be restricted to what
may be absolutely necessary.

Mr. Morel expressed a wish that the Company should be permitted to purchase a certain
breadth of land along each side of the proposed line of railway. I informed him that in my
opinion, this should not be done according to the lease. In reference to this subject I may
observe that it is provided by the lease, that all applications by the Company for permission to
purchase land, are to be made to the Secretary of State.

With regard to the question put in Mr. Morel's letter as to whether there would be any
objection to bringing the line nearer to Government House than in the proposed plan. I have
not yet been able to obtain sufficient information to enable me to form an opinion. Mr. Morel
informed me that owing to his immediate departure he would not have time to make the
necessary examination of the ground to enable him to furnish this information, but that the
Colonial Surveyor would be able to do all that was necessary — and that he would abide by his
report on the subject.

It is quite possible it may turn out that there will be no objection to bringing the line nearer
to Government House as suggested. If any question arises, as it is a subject which in some
slight degree, may concern myself personally — I should prefer to submit the facts for your
decision. I have directed Mr. John to undertake the matter at once.

Without entering into much detail in reference to the proposed line — perhaps it may be
desirable that I should make a few general remarks concerning it. As marked in Mr. Morel's
plan — which will probably be laid before you, the line crosses the main road from Victoria
Harbor to Coal Point three times — and two other public road once.

It comes inside the Government House enclosure — and passes through four lots of private
property, terminating, as I have already observed in the Goverument reserve on the East side
of Victoria Harbor. It is not expected that the Company will have any difficulty in arranging
with the proprietors of three of these lots, but there may, it is thought be sane, in bringing the
owner of the fourth (a native of India) to terms.

In the event of this man objecting to have the line carried through his land — I am not
aware that the company with their existing powers — can compel him to submit. The Grant of
this land was made previous to 25th of December 1860. However in the case of a person
holding land under a grant made subsequent to that time — for example under the lease for
country lots, at present in force in Labuan— a copy of which is enclosed — it does not appear
that the Company would have a right to enter his property against his will — merely for the
purpose of carrying a railway through it.

Perhaps this view may not be correct, and as questions may possibly arise on the subject.

I should be glad to receive your instructions covering it. Some of the circumstances connected
with the proposed railway are peculiar, and as I have no experiences whatever in such
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matters, I should also be glad to receive your instructions as to what it may be necessary for
the local Government to do— in connection with such an undertaking.

If it be necessary to pass an ordinance, it would probably save time to have a draft sent out
prepared as neat as possible in the form desired — and any alternation that it might require
could easily be made if an intimation were given as to what points, involving local experience,
it would be desirable to have settled by the Legislative Council. Mr. Morel asked me whether
I thought the Government would favorably receive any proposal to bring a large number of
convicts to the Colony and to have them employed in constructing the railway. _

From previous correspondence with reference to the convicts at Labuan, I think it will be
sufficiently clear, that a project of this nature would be attended with most serious difficulties,
and as it is far too wide a question to enter upon in a despatch already, I fear, too long— I
shall now merely submit the matter for your consideration.

Doubtless there will be several matters of detail concerning which questions will hereafter
arise — I do not however see any objection, on public grounds, to carrying — the line of
railway, as marked in the plan submitted to me by Mr. Morel.

I have the honor to be Sir Your Most Obedient Humble Servant

T. F. Callaghan Governor

[18664F 2 A 3 H%fE Labuan] Dated Labuan 3 February 1866 pp. 49

FXIEENNG T TN XEDDER->TWEY, T TRR=YTEITHITL 2,

Extract a letter from Mr. Morel CE to the Secretary to Government Labuan

His Excellency the Governor having expressed a with for information as to the probable
cost of the proposed railway from Coal Point to Port Victoria. I have the honor to state that
the outlay will not exceed £30,000. The items composing this total have been roughly
estimated by me and I have allowed a large margin for contingencies.

Earthwork 180,000 ¢ yds @ 6 4500
Tunnel through range ' 1400
Ballast at 60 cents per yard 2000
Ditching including benches this swamp 320
Shapers at Y'z each 380
12 feet culverts (12) @ £40 480
Bridge over Gangarra 600
Sagnman 200
Other Bridges 200
Clearing Jungle 700
Jetty and Lift 4000
£14780
Permanent way and Rolling Stock 10000
-Contingencies 2478
£27258
Engineering Supervision 10% 2725
Total £29983
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His Excellency was also good enough to express a desire that I would inform him of any
point concerning which I might be in doubt and I therefore beg to submit the following
questions to his consideration. Would there be an objection to bringing the line of railway
nearer to Government House than it is at present shown on the Plan? By following the route
which would bring the line some 100 yards nearer to Government House it would be possible
to effect a considerable saving.

3310 [18664F 2 H19H3%&/E Labuan] pp57~61,

FESIENTG 7T IR I LEDDE R TWAED, T TER=ITECHEIT L

The Right Honorable E. Cardwell MP The Colonial Office

Sir

I am not aware whether it was ever officially reported that shortly after the establishment
of the Colony Petroleum was discovered to exist on the Island in a deep hollow in the jungle
about two and half miles from the Coal Mines. The Petroleum appears floating on the surface
of three small pools which are apparently filled from one spring of water above them, from
which the Petroleum also seems to. come. A string smell of it pervades the atmosphere in the
neighbourhood.

Shortly after my arrival in the Colony I visited the spot and also lately accompanied by Mr.
Morel. There are reports of existence of Petroleum in various parts of the opposite coast of
Borneo, and I am informed that Deutinant Gordon when engaged in surveying along of the
coast of Labuan discovered a spring of Petroleum bubbling up from the sea, about four miles
to the North of the Island. Nothing has yet been done in the way of examination to ascertain
in what quantity the Petroleum exists in Labuan. About three weeks ago, I received a letter
from Mr. Fenwick requesting permission to erect some works in the jungle “for the purpose
of proving the position of the oil springs.”

This permission was at once granted accompanied with a request that every can should be
taken that no injury should happen to the property. I may observe that previous to this, Mr.
Morel had several times spoken to me on the subject and I had told him that I was anxious to
take advantage of the opportunity of his presence in the Island, to have some examination
made as to the Petroleum, in order that it may be conducted with his assistance and advice.
Shortly after the receipt of Mr. Fenwick's letter I went with Mr. Morel over a portion of the
proposed line of Railway — and in the course of conversation I remarked to him that I was
glad Mr. Fenwick was ready to set to work about the Petroleum. He replied that Mr. Fenwick
was going to undertake the matter himself — and as I understood him — would not allow him
to have anything to do with it.

I informed Mr. Morel, that when I gave Mr. Fenwick permission to make the proposed
examination, I was fully under the impression that the work was to be carried on under their
joint superintendence, and that as it was a matter requiring a great deal of care and which
might be attended with considerable risk — I should if he (Mr. Morel) were not allowed to
assist in it — postpone having anything done until a more favourable opportunity, and that as
soon as we got to Coal Point I would speak to Mr. Fenwick on the subject.

We arrived there shortly after — and upon my mentioning the matter to Mr Fenwick he
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told me that he had no objection to have Mr. Morel associated with him in the proposed
examination. I mentioned this to Mr. Morel who then expressed the most decided
unwillingness to join in any undertaking in which Mr. Fenwick took a part. When making
further enquiries I ascertained that that the proposed examination — instead of taking a week
or ten days — as had been represented to me — would probably take several months, and I
then informed Mr. Fenwick that having regard to all the circumstances, I was of opinion that
it was desirable to postpone the examination of the springs until I received your instructions
on the subject. Mr. Fenwick at once expressed his willingness to be guided by my wishes in
the matter.

On further consideration I am strengthened in this opinion — I believe it will be much more
satisfactory that some arrangement should be come to with regard to the property in question,
with the Coal Company or others — before any operations are commenced. Whenever they are
I trust that they will be conducted under the superintendence of some person specially
acquainted with the working of Petroleum — and provided with suitable appliances, which I do
not believe are at present in the Island — so that all necessary precautions may be taken.
There will probably be no difficulty in arranging with the Coal Company — and I presume a
Royalty will be imposed on the quantity of Petroleum raised. I should suppose that the
expense of proving whether the springs are valuable or not — will not be considerable, and I
hope that some examination will before long be made.

In the conclusion of Mr. Morel's letter on the subject of the proposed Railway on extract
from which is given in another despatch— the following passage occurs. “Would his Exulting
object to any informing the direction on the Coal Company of the reasons given by him in the
presence of Dr. Sverlthard — which led him to withdraw the permission of the Company to
examine the Petroleum Springs?” Mr. Morel was informed that I intended to submit the
reasons which induced me to postpone the examination of the Petroleum Springs for your
consideration — and that I had no objection to his informing the Directors of anything I had
said to him in reference to the matter.

From what I had already observed of the relations subsisting between Mr. Morel and Mr.
Fenwick, I feared that the drift of the question put in Mr. Morel' s letter in some way bore
upon this disagreeable subject, and when he subsequently called upon me I drew his attention
to the passage. He replied at once that his object in writing it— was to elicit some expression
of opinion from me as to the capacity of Mr. Fenwick for his position, and upon my reminding
him that I had never given him any opinion upon that subject, and that I could not at all enter
upon such a discussion with him — he commenced to express himself strangely in very
disparaging language about Mr. Fenwick on this very point — and I favoured some difficulty
in restraining him.

I regret troubling you with these disagreeable details — but I have thought it desirable that
you should be acquainted with them, in case any further attempt should be made to miss me
up in the unfortunate difference which appears to exist between these two gentlemen.

I have the honor to be Sir
Your most obedient humble servant
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T. F. Callaghan, Governor

[CO-144-26], CSLCBEET, &L VOFMEAEHERAR SN CIERSh T,
186745 H18H, 5 H24H, 6 A18H, 6 H25H,

6 8 -10H, 6 A21H, 7 H 4 B} DOPriceDFRICEL VDT EDBRTH %,
[CO-144-27], 18674E12H31H, €L V»Pitman &% T, Labuan®Tanjung Kubung# & F#k

#684E 1 H 1 HO&AE,

6842 A 1 H, €L IV 5Codysi Fiko

2 A2 HDEE,
, Labuan Register of Correspondences. 1860~674F
18654E 7 A 5 HAF ®Callaghan®Ef#, Proposed Railway to be Constructed by the Labuan Coal
Company.

664F 1 A 9 Aff dCallaghan®E i, [SCHHEH]

States that Mr. Morel the new manager of the Company arrived on 13th, Dec. and has
reported favourably on the feasibility of the projected railway. The yield of Coal is still small
though a slight improvement has taken place in the state of affairs of Coal Point since last
deep on the subject. The Company's Agent has reported that 100 Chinese Coolies and their
families are about to be imported into the Colony and that the arrears of Rail for the Mourru
Mines are about to be paid to the Sultan of Brunei.

2 A15H, BV, SEREREH L3 TEREb o7, HEREZ, BOWA TR {ERME
e

2 H19H, Projected examination of Petroleum Springs, Difference between Mr. Fenwick
and Mr. Morel

8 A 2 H, Proposed Railway from Coal Point to Victoria Harbor

Refers to previous Despatch No.4 of 15th, February and transmit a Report by the Colonial
Surveyor suggesting a new Line, in preference to that proposed by Mr. Morel. Considers it-
desirable that before commencing the construction of the Railway the Company should direct
a further survey to be made.

9 H22H, The proposed Railway to be constructed by the CSLC.
18664E12H #* 5, Callaghani@Bi12bH ) Low S BERAT L %2 56
18674 2 A 1 H, Embarrassments of LCC-State of the Coal Mines in Labuan.
ELVILVORZBPHTL %0 Y7 L7050 LI0DEEL -7z (HAFEREEL)

C0-352- 4|, Labuan Register of Correspondences. 1868~774,
18684F 1 A 1 H, Formation of a Volunteer Rifle Corps. ELVNVZEINE b 5,

3 A27H, Appointment to the Commission of the PeacelZE L VD&RIAH %,
18694E 5 H26H, [XmFH] Site for Railway terminus and plan of Victoria
In reference to Governor's dispatch, No. 25 of 27 March states that a site has been decided
upon for the Railway terminus and the various buildings required by the Coal Company.
Details at length the particular of the arrangements made, and remarks upon certain
improvements suggested in reference to Victoria Harbor, of which a plan is enclosed. Fears
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that until more Convicts are received the Railway works cannot be assisted by that kind of
labour. .
5H27TH, Y47 M) TEBIRERBEOBLEEBL TS, BUKKE, HEERZR L,
[CO386-111], Mediterranean ,Ceylon, Hong Kong, Labuan, Falkland#» & D&
18654 4 A13H, CSLCIC X 2@ RICE
[CO-386-147 ], 18694E 3 H, LCC%CSLC#» 5 Oriental Coal Company ™~ %% &,
, Entry box of correspondence, Labuan, Nov. 1863-Dec.72.
18654F 4 H24H, E.Cardwell %5 Callaghanf&&~
Labuantt?s, R#LE T4 7 MY THMOPEZEFE L TWw5 & #Hid,
65410 A 11HAY, E.Cardwell 25 Callaghani@ E~0 &M [SCHEHEH]
Sir,
With reference to previous correspondence on the same subject, I transmit to you a copy of
a letter from CSLC stating Mr. Morel C.E. has left London for Labuan with a view of surveying
the line of proposed Railway from the Mines at Coal Point to Victoria Harbor. 1 have to
request you to afford Mr. Morel every assistance in you power towards the projected work.
, the Map of Labuan and Borneo
[FO572-2 iz & - 7235 & $HBho 19064EEdward Stanford(E OH#IR, JLEBDHEEE €2 MY
THEERAGEIERPED L, VUOTR-INVEBFBENBEESDIILZAIN TS,
[CO-714-90], Labuan#*® D#EE—%
18504EEdwardesfa B, 614 7 BB B Callaghan2S6 2B 1T,
634E 2 H Low2SHEACHIZ, 634812 H Callaghan S8 2R
18604E10H 28H, A RA*LIZHunter, Head Viewer, 10 Europeans®|# & \» 9 i,
624E 2 H27H, LCC®»Manager; Sinclairfl#,
6 H20H, ARHAIHEE
634 1 H13H, H.M.Ship~DA xkDBHEA R
9H1H, LCCT VAL DFL T VIZREDEME % TS
654F 4 A28 H ARDMEE R, FREE, ACRICET LHE
6 A5 H, LCCIC & % 8BBGRETHE DIRE
6641 B 9 H, ELIIHE
2 H15H, BRI NTWAEZLEORED Y
2 A19H, AMFERO#HE
8H2H, 427 M) T7#ELIILERERKEDOIRE
9 A11H, AMHmEAMEES
9 H22H, China Steam Ship and Labuan Coal Company{Z & % $EBERET1H

[FO12-34A, BJ, 1864~654F, 694EMDLabuanfIfRiNzECE
FRIFIEICE L, B8N RMA, SultanlZ4 $30003Z#59 & &2 X ¥ b+, Consul General
Pope Hennessy, Vice-Consul Marten, Consular Domestic, Jan.-Dec. 1868
[FO 572-2], Confidential Print, Brunei, Sarawak, and British North Borneo Company
[FO 572-38], Part 29 Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Borneo, 1904
No.18, 241ZConsul Hewett®Report on North Borneo RailwayD & 1 o
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No0.86-88, Labuan®WIX - FE&ICEH$T 53 X » b,
[FO 572-39 |, Part 30 Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Borneo, 1905
19054F 5 A 17 B iR #4E 55 LucasDIRE ; LabuanDIRIE % ki R FEICRT T 5,
6 H10 B/ BE D LERBE N, 5 1ITHIRE 2 #%,

[MPG-1-824], Labuan®H-5< ) EHHE#IK, $kEFEROEBAD Y.
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