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Unemployment in Japan and the Asian Labour Market

in the Interwar Years

KATO Michiya

abstract

In this paper, we try to clarify the significance of migration policy and its changing
character in the interwar period in relation to unemployment problem. It started to emigrate
Japanese to other countries but couldn’t succeed. After 1925, the Unemployment Relief Work
began to ameliorate unemployment problem but it just deteriorate situation because Korean
immigrants occupied considerable proportion in the scheme unexpectedly. Therefore,
government at that time tried to emigrate Korean people, who tended to immigrate to
mainland Japan, to Manchuria in order to reduce the pressure of over-population in mainland
Japan. When ‘Manchukuo was created in 1932, this trend was enforced. As a result, this
policy influenced on the Asian labour market in the great extent and changed the nature of it.
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