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Rickblick von E. Gufenberg (2)

Shuichi MANCHU

E. Gutenberg, one of the german representative business economists, tried to establish an original
theory of the firm in 1920's and 1930's. In this essay, based on his own recollection I intend to survey
his efforts to establish the theory, its methodological characteristics, etc.

Gutenberg had a great interest in explaining economic phenomena of firm theoretically in 1920's.
First of all, in his doctorial dissertation "Thinen's Isolated Country as Fiction" (1922), he delt with the
methodological problem to research on the economic phenomena through the Thiinen's book
"Isolated Country"(1826) and found in the book the Application of "Construction of Als-Ob (As-If) " in
terms of german philosopher, H. Faihinger. Gutenberg thought, that this method of abstraction and
isolation through fiction is very useful to understand and explain economic phenomena of firm. Then
he wrote the book "Firm as Object of the Theory of Business Economics" (1929) founded on this
method. Though this book showed very new direction of theory of the firm, it attracted little
attention in the german academic world of business economics in those days.

In the process of framing and refining his theory, Gutenberg learned a great deal from practical
experience und acquired methodological influence from E. Schmalenbach, and especially from many
economists like A. A. Cournot, V. Pareto, J. A. Schumpeter, E. Schneider, H. Stackelberg, etc.
Through the academic stimuli from them, Gutenberg gained confidence, that his research method of
abstraction and isolation through fiction is effective to establish the new theory of the firm in his

direction. In fact his theory by this method formed a main stream in german business economics in
1950's and 1960's.



