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A Study on the Effects of Protection Law for Preserving Historical Landscape.
- A Case of Nara City -

ISHINO Kouhei

Abstract

In this paper, the effects of “Koto-hou”, which was enacted to control urban development
for avoiding destruction of cityscape, are verified in Nara City as a case study area.

First, the urbanized process of Nara City is confirmed by examining the growth of the
population, households, and the change of land use. While “the values” of a historical landscape
that have to be defended from the urbanization is defined, and “the undesirable conditions”
that will reduce the above values are considered.

Second, “the actions” that are needed to avoid the undesirable conditions are described, and
the corresponding effect of “Koto-hou” to each action is considered. As a result, this law is
confirmed to act effectively on “Restriction and inducement to the land use conversion” and
“Purchase and maintenance of land and the building around historical inheritances”. Then the
actual effect level are verified quantitatively, and it can be calculated that decreasing level of
non-city land use in restriction area by “Koto~hou” is fewer than that in the whole area
including the urbanization control area.

In conclusion, by employing quantitative analyses, it is clarified that, according to aspects
mentioned before, “Koto-hou” is functioning as an influential measure in preserving historical
areas.

Keywords; Koto-hou, Historic landscape, Cityscape
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