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Nazism and “Nature”:
A Reading of W. Schoenichen's Naturschutz im Dritten Reich (1934)

IWAKUMA Fumino
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Abstract

It is becoming clear that the Nazi regime, which would conduct human genocide on
an industrial scale, advanced legislation and policies regarding the conservation of nature
and animals, considered at present to be epoch-making. What conception of “life” made
Nazism compatible with conserving nature, and what kind of conservation did “nature
conservation” imply? This paper explores these questions by focusing on an introductory
book explaining “nature conservation” written for the people during the period when
establishing conservation policies was at its peak. In this inquiry, three ideological nodes
were extracted: (1) anti-liberalism, (2) nature conservation as “Heimat (Homeland)
conservation”, and (3) biological determinism. The substance and context of these nodes

are clarified.
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