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Examples of Classroom Materials for Teaching the Usage of
‘Speak’, ‘Talk’, Say and Tell

KAWASHIMA Kimi

Abstract

Beginning level learners find it difficult to understand and master usages of basic
words, such as ‘listen’, ‘hear’, ‘speak’, and ‘talk - often, more so than advanced and
technical vocabulary. Even among higher level and advanced learners, these seemingly
basic and elementary words are mistakenly used. As an English instructor, one is
challenged when having to explain the usages of these basic terms - especially their
subtle nuances and differences. In this paper, I have chosen four verbs - ‘speak’,
‘talk’, ‘say and ‘tell because these words are at the core of English communication.
A discussion of the problems and an example of handout worksheets are presented
that may alleviate some of the problems encountered in the classroom. As an English
teacher, I often struggle with teaching the usages of basic words, however, this
challenge must be faced. It is hoped that the reader can apply some of the ideas in this

material and share feedback in developing better pedagogy for the classroom.
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1. ‘Speak’ or ‘Talk’
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12, FNEIHRN AT 22— 3 Y ARNET R, 22T, £ Speak TEAL’
Speak' BHEEHT L L ZOLDIEAND Y T+, — /D ‘talk’ WHEAEE T T
ETBAICHVEY. FERTAELL ).

‘Speak’ @ il

%11 1 sometimes speak in a loud voice in the crowd.
EREOh TR L LCRELFTRIL $7)

%51 2 When I explain Japanese culture to foreign visitors, I often speak with gestures.
FHEOBZERICHAL 235 L &, ICREHIRY FIRY 282 TRl L &
ER,

“Talk’ @ FHl

513  When we first met, we were talking about our hobbies.
(IFLOTRo7E &, BABITEIRICOVWTEHELAVE L)

%14 I don't have enough time to talk on the issue right now. Let’s talk sometime.

(ZDORFEIZOWTIIETE LA ) B =R IENA L, SEFEZ o)

FEOHBINS D L 912, ‘speak ITIELTHEEIENT S, LT EE
W EAIZY, T sometimes speak to myself. &S 21E, HICHLTT Y 7TYEoTw5b
A A=TDDFPPFETA, Zi1xk D LI sometimes talk to myself. & o7& L7256, &
DEIBARXA=VPFENPTETH? ZOHEIE, B ERFEEZ L TnwLEWw) Z LI
) ET. HMEETZ2HAZEZ L LA AV LRTVERVET, 2F ), takzx v
B EEIE, MHFPCT [HEE] 2L T0abIiF T,

TN TREBEOKFTICMYMATAHIL £ ).
1. ROKFED T v T ilspeak F 72 1dtalk D W IF N & LB H# U 2 TRICEZ TANE
L&9o KARLOMFETY

A : Hil How re you doing?
B : I'm OK. I just finished making a speech this morning.
A : Oh, did you? Who was the audience?

B :I( a ) for environmentalists in Kyoto.
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A : Sounds good. What was the theme?
B : T talked about eco-friendly cars. And I -
A :If you are not in a hurry, why don't we ( b ) over a cup of coffee?

A

X2 a. spoke b. talk

¥

. FREOMFEEHAGEICLTAE Lz 7y 2OV T ZOXEEOFMSIZE - 72 H

AFEIZLTATL S Ve HARGW R Z LT EL & Do

LR L RTFIRED ?

T EFhEHIL ( c )o

LD BN FEPHE T o707

LR CRBERERE DN BICE LA

SRz, FNTT — VI ?
CBRBEICELVWHBIBEICOWTAE—=F Lz L, ENTE, -
B LEVTOVRVALS, ( d ) ?

> W o W W

ERBI ¢, bro)ESHIAY—FERZ LA L,
d. I—b—THHALRDLFES LWV ?

C UTOREEIIFREDOE & EREORFTETT, &1V Tilspeakd L < idtalkd g i
EAMMNFEFLE) FLTMENGRATHELEILL ). TITREBIIHICHET L
(Speak) 2SKYIT¥,

T : Do you have any questions? If you have, raise your hands. You are very quiet.
What's wrong? Come on and ( e ) up!

S @ We'd love to, but we can't.

T : Why not?

S : Because we are so hungry that we cannot ( f ) any more. We were running
for 30 minutes in a PE class this morning.

T : 1 see. Then we are wrapping up in 5 minutes. Before finishing today's class,

let's ( g ) about the excursion we are going to have next weekend, shall we?
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%z e. speak f. speak g. talk
‘Say’ or ‘Tell’

FICECHWSEN, ZORREZEEEEZEWHEL T, FsayldfFOABRZOD DICHE
HErBEWTWET, —HDtellidBIREE2 AL ICEE»BVWTWEST, 2L T, FY
RNERGTS, XY - @A L E 2 ivE T (cf T can tell the difference between

plum and prune.)

1.

ROZFED v T lsay f 72 idtello VTN %, LEZLBYLRTPICER TANE
Lx9o KAREDEEETY

A : T have a secret (giggle, giggle) .

B : What do you know? Please ( a ) me.

>

- All right. A friend of mine ( b ) to me, “ Your father once loved our teacher.”
AndI ( ¢ ), “Really? Woo, that is a scandal.”

: Oh, it really is. She is still beautiful, so there is no wonder.

> Yes. My father wanted to marry her, but she was already engaged then.

. Oh, that's too bad. And what happened?

> o W

: Then, my father proposed to my mother.

Kz oa. tell b. said c. said

. PREOSEI A HAGEICLTAE Lz, &H, saylteld =27 Y ZADE N EIKb o> T

ATLTIZE N,

AFA, BEEOVEDHISTAHAL (F AT R),

B & HoTWLD?#Hx T,

At wvnbl, REPESTLARITE, TBEORXSA, HERLDOIEDZ LE2ITFE
72olzAlZoT] o The TR, AE272D L, [IZALZD? Hb, ZHIEA
Fryryvdial oC,

B I HEPIZE D i el STHREL D A, AEFEIT RV L,

139



RBRRESE Rt ASC - AR 43

AT EI DL, REATLD, BELHIBE L7 ARTE, TTIRAEIREHL
TIZATZoTo

B #hidke. tNTEI o7z ?

A ZFENT, AROYRIZTUR=XZo5TE,

3. ZNTIEY H)—Me KOHy aOHOBFPSLEIE) HEERLEL L),
(1) He uses a lot of words to (tell, say) very little. RIS EEZ VAWV AfH 25, 1T
EAEMbBEDbLRVO LR U7, — [HEFHREFRGHFN] &T7 3% 364
Z )
(2) Don't (tell, say) him this. (2 OIEHRIIMEICHI SR 2 %, —  [SLEhHssmG
#] p. 364ZH7)

Z (1) say  (2) tel

iy
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E el ))

P ED X512, ‘say, ‘speak’, ‘tell, talk =27 vy ADiEWE, FHEIBIEZ LI
&, REYHBERESZ CRRLTTCOPRWE ) ICBWE T, SRIOHHRETIIELE
PZHBIDZED FHADT, 5%, SHITHWMPLT, boLHELLTVLDIZLTWEL
WeBoTwET,

WS HBETEVEZHALTY, 2220550123055 0nb0TY, MEDE
WAt RL DS, MiiE LT ZET, SERFIIOVTVRCLDTT S HkE
AT T BahNS, HATESL L TWAH¥AR, WHELLEELXM ) REIZIZBY
FHA TOLI)RIRMTY, ABZEL CHEHEZRED, $7/27 T A X~ & OMFEHY
¥$THILET, HHLMEI= 2T Y AZELRY O, HELAIZEBFLTCNIT S 0 LR
LTwEd,
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