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Survival of the Hankai Railway Line and cancellation of the
East-West LRT tram line: an overview of civic activities and
future issues
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Abstract

The modernization of the Hankai Electric Railway Sakai City section (Hankai Line)
located in the south of metropolitan Osaka was planned along with the “East-West LRT
Plan” that connects Nankai Sakaihigashi Station to Sakaihama via Sakai Station. These
plans were put in place as an environment-friendly city model in response to excessive
motorization and to realize the regeneration of the city center.

However, after the election of the mayor who promised to discontinue the East-West
LRT Plan in 2009, it and other related projects were canceled. For this reason, the
Hankai Line was also put under consideration for abolition. In September 2010, however,
Sakai City announced a 10-year survival support policy due to persistent activism for
its continuance and revitalization by citizens and users.

This year is the 10th year, but many issues remain, such as the independent
management of the Hankai Line in the midst of problems caused by COVID-19, the
announcement of an alternative plan to cancel the East-West LRT, and the examining
of a comprehensive transportation system for the entire region. We will describe the
issues and future problems through the history of these activities.
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