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Usages of Articles: Typical Mistakes Made by English Learners

KAWASHIMA Kimi

Abstract

For English learners, understanding and mastering the usages of articles is an
overwhelming task. Nevertheless, some audacious people have taken up the challenge.
Through reading their English writing and checking the mistakes that students
make, we have learned a number of things that have been overlooked. Moreover, the
examination has provided opportunities to reconfirm word usage in sentences. In this
paper, the discussion centers on the usages of articles. We have noticed several typical
mistakes made by students in their writing. Some of these mistakes are isolated and
subjected to analysis. It is hoped that the reader can apply some of our findings for

teaching.
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1. “the factories in your city” Zh &% “factories in your city”
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We would appreciate it if you could inform us of the addresses of the firms which
produce the following articles in your city:
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We would appreciate it if you could inform us of the addresses of firm which produce

the following articles in your city:
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2. “I work at the convenience store of Osaka.” Zh & % “I work at a

convenience store in Osaka.
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I work at a convenience store in Osaka.
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FHEOHCHA LD ¢

I am the student of OSU.

I am from Nara. I now live in Osaka alone.

I am lonesome.

I am playing soccer every day.

My hobbies are sleep and eat.
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R EEZTBITIELI V. HEFBEZLINTHSTHS ), MV, [Eo0L=AC
SWEH ) ], EBTIHELIHRLTINLTHA ),

LA LIEFETIEZ ) ITH RN TH S ) dHAFEIZIEZ R WBOB S ER I NS 05 75,
72 ZERDE ) REETEL TA L ),

A: T wonder how many boyfriends you had when you were in college.

B: Ah, yeah. Actually, I had a few.

A: A few? You mean two or three?

B: Yeah, maybe a few more. I'm not sure.

A: You aren't? It's odd. It isn't so long ago, darling.

B: Yeah, I know. It was not long ago. Ah, can we change the subject, honey?

A: No! I am afraid no! Tell me exactly the number. Am I the fifth? The sixth? Or...

B: OK. T had some boyfriends. I admit.

A: Some means?

B: Stop it. That's enough. A few or some or whatsoever. It doesn't matter! The matter
is that I am with you right now. Right? I can’t believe you at all, airhead!

A: Me neither! Besides, you called me airhead. How dare you? Take back now!

B: No, I won't. It can't be taken back.

A: Why not?

B: Because it's already out.

LLIDEEET, BOLHWH ‘I had a few. EEDLTIHMAS 1 had few. &
FoTWh, BEREIPZVES TV b L\, £72, BlisomeZk &% o T2
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TWAZEDEREV, EEIZE 22T )RRV, EFITHTI— MIadid) VR
VORDLPLRNEE, RALGLRETC AoTLE L ADEFOBITH S, FEHE
WKCCDE) BEFHEE LTCREBADP VLN E) ikl b hl, @i wnwilbbrnh
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4. [FADKZE] & ‘my friend’
KEEODZEZENTHLHH L, BT EEoTREWIE, my friend &\ ) FEHAvEE

FEICHTL %0 728 213,

79



RBRRESE Rt ASC - AR 37

I went to Hokkaido with my friend last month.

HELENTREL TS, —AMOMEDL S ) 2 XETHL, LAIL, E72LT
myDFFOBREM 2 EREZ E# L THV TV 00 ) »IEEMTH %,

WICHED— AL DV VwD RS, 3ETE LCIRBERZ V. 28455, ifREA
my 3B Othe L M CREN 2 =27 YV A% FoTnbhbThb, /2, B KA
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5L, LA OFELBIIERIMD E#E I (b2 LOKE] L) BHRTHEWT
WAL THAH) o

COHIZELT, Blo~v—2 - E=F -k VERFTHEEOPFTOA L LIEHLTE
bNDLTENDH D, T, TERREFEFTHA SN TV LREFEICBNT, AT
FAICHT 2P LTLHIHFE LD DOTIE R, Lwnw) ZeThot,

MEDICHIRE SIS LT LA BEN TV AW, EWnw)H I LidEZ LN, 22T, EE
WZEENTITICAE LT A SO 7 % A b ([New Horizon English Course 1] #H 5T
FEE, CPH26ET]) 2N THIE TS, RIZBDWLODDHEFNRHR DD 72,

Bl 1

Kevin, this is Becky.

She's my new friend.

She’s from Canada.

(F72 LT LWRADR— AT D0 ) pbhbnds, ZoESHERDMY) T,
FOLEIIFERMTETCLE ). LI, KELFRDZDIEZDOADARE V) =2 T VA
HONH LN\, ZOH72) OFHIE, HEBEBPOMALLERHLTHH o)

1l 2

She is my grandchild in Japan.
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The Earth is our mother, and we're her children.
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L, 7FAPMORABOFIZIE, HELZFHHEZMZAZWETTVwE L, BELHEITHH
ILOWEEINTOLMREEIHETE LWL ) ICEDbNR S,
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2212, DT L) TS mor—~ [Fa@l Iz 297, Wihofl b The
Japan News?» 5 DB HTH 5,

%l 4
The sudden rupture has roiled global stock markets this week, inflaming anxieties

among exporters, markets and industries that had been lulled into optimism in recent
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months as both sides steadily announced progress in their efforts to end the trade war
Trump started last year. (Friday, May 10, 2019 : 228k0 g 4B L ok % 2
%é&fwéob?yfﬁﬁ”Kiof%$mﬁiot%@ﬁ%ﬁ%%%b%&é&<

W H DL IHMEFRAEA TV D & ORI DRNFERIZHEBI 2 R %2 LTkl
&, EHSER R TR OMICREDIED %.)

FRCDmarkets & industriesid, €NENER SN DL AFOEBILTH 5 DT, somedD
ZAT VAP ENRTVE I e, o T [IRTIEEFERL TRV DITTH S,
recent monthsd L0 o ZAUI T H L IEREETIZ, T DEFRLTWD, LH
brecentlZ ENCHVDRELZDOP L ENTIE RV HAHEKR, HAREORZHS LW
A7 ANESEL TWAD L9 72, the trade war 13 F S|2theDREN % = 27 » ADSME
SN, [BEO] &2 [FHEICR>TWARHEIO] L) Tt end,

CORBIZTTY, BoMaREFAOHEE ST L L uikaz Haitt L cdhTn
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China announced earlier it would impose higher tariffs on a range of U.S. goods,

including frozen vegetables and liquefied natural gas, a move that followed Washington's

decision last week to hike its own levies on $200 billion in Chinese imports. (Wednesday,
May 15, 2019 ; @B ERLHALRIRNT A 2 G4 —HEOREEmIC, L) SR 2RI &
OHEOARARFEFRIE, TEOEAM20006 FVIZH L TEWER 2R & v, KEDE
R LREISHST 2 =208 EThHL.)

CORBITIE, 5o &EFEWTWATrozen vegetables& W) B2 LY FIFC, theZs
EDOMRER = L TWiaWnw/zoHdlZ, some frozen vegetables& W39 =27 ¥ A% {52 T\
Hln) ZEERFMTLERNVES S, 5, 6mhdbLikwl, 100M2b Lk, Z
W) BRI AS, FIIEMSEERL LTV THA ) HHOLFIZIIL L) 7,
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