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Comparing Areas Subject to the “Central Urban Area
Revitalization Basic Plan” and the Scope of Baru Ibento;
A Case Study of Hyogo Prefecture
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Abstract

Revitalization of centeral urban areas is an urgent issue. In recent years, as a means
to revitalize urban centers, baru ibento (bar event), festive events focused on food and
beverage establishments, have attracted attention. In the Kinki region, these bar events
are actively sponsered and hosted. In Hyogo prefecture, eight cities have formulated
the basic plans for revitalizing their central urban areas. This number is the largest in
the Kinki region. Therefore, this paper compares the implementation of baru ibento with
the basic plans for the city centers of these municipalities (referred to as Chushin
shigaichi ka seika kihon keikaku) of Hyogo Prefecture. As a result, during the planning
period in the cities of Himeji, Akashi, Itami and Kawanishi, the area and the scope of
the bar event coincided. In these four cities, the bar events have benn held regularily.

On the other hand, different responses were found in the cities of Kobe, Amagasaki,
and Takarazuka, where the period of planning had ended. Tanba City is still in the
planning period and a baru ibento has yet to be held.
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