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“Contact Situations” and Their Contribution to a Shift towards
Multicultural Symbiosis in Japanese Society: A Discussion Focusing on
Possible Areas of Research

YOON Jihyun, HARUGUCHI Junichi

Abstract

As the multicultural reality in Japanese society becomes increasingly evident,
future research on “contact situations” involving Japanese must move past the present
preoccupation with defining the characteristics of native and non-native speakers. In
short, we argue that the time has come for research to inquire from the perspective
of building a multicultural symbiotic society in Japan. In this study, we carry out a
meta-analysis of the research on contact situations published in the past five years
and evaluate the potential for research on contact situations to contribute to Japanese
society's rapid shift toward multicultural symbiosis. By exploring the changes in, and
future outlook of, research on contact situations, we consider how the results of such
research can be leveraged to benefit society while also offering concrete proposals for

ways research on contact situations can contribute to society.
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