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Keiichi Morita and the 1931 Colonial Exposition, Paris:

Unwritten Report on Taiwan Architecture Survey
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Abstract

This paper focuses on Keiichi Morita (1895-1983), who laid the foundation for the
theory of architecture in Japan, and clarifies unknown aspects of Morita's relationship
with Taiwan. Morita was asked to prepare a report for the Colonial Urban Planning
Conference to be held at the Paris Colonial Exposition in 1931. It was a request to
prepare a report on “habitation” and “aesthetics” in Korea and Taiwan. Morita declined
the request, but the content of his lecture on the occasion of his visit to Taiwan in 1939
was an overview in response to the request. It was also revealed that the request for a
report on the 1931 conference was one of the motivations for Morita’'s research on
architecture in the South Seas, and that the lecture in Taiwan indicated the direction of
Morita’s subsequent research on the South Seas.
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