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Debating “Subculture” in Contemporary Japan

SATO Junichi

Summary

How can “subculture” be discussed in the context of contemporary Japan?

Here I discuss the methodology underlying the debate on “subcultures” in Japan.
After clarifying the issues, I analyze some examples. It is confirmed that the meaning
and nuances of the term “subculture” differs between English and Japanese. The
discussion focuses on examples, such as Manga, American comics, and bande dessinée,
for the purpose of contributing to a definition better suited for understanding

“subculture” in Japan.
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