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A study on the Benjamin Sewall incident in the beginning
of Japan rule age Taiwan

ADACHI Takashi

Abstract

On 4th October 1903 the American ship Benjamin Sewall was struck by typhoon. On 5th
October the body of ship was broken, the crew necessarily abandoned the ship. They managed
to get into the lifeboat and came in sight of Lan Yu island. Lan Yu (Orchid Island in English)
is a small island, 74km off the southeast coast of Taiwan. On nearing Lan Yu, they were
surrounded by Yami's canoes. The crew received terrible treatment by Yami people.
Therefore a force of Japanese police was dispatch to Laz Yu to punish Yami people on 28th
January 1904. In this paper I will clarify the details of this incident.
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No.1840
UNITED STATES CONSULATE
Daitotei (Tamsui) , January 31th., 1904
K. Oshima kugq.
Aoting Chief of Civil Administration.
Formosan Government.
Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of January 29th, in
which you inform me that in reference to the wreak of the American vessel
“Benjamin Sewall” on Oct 10th 1903. and the subsequent ill-treatment of some of
the crew by the natives of Botel Tobago Island, you have attacked the said natives
on the 28th in at, and have burned their villages of Iratai, Iwanumyruku, Iwakinu
and have arrested their chief and ten of the principal savages and have
imprinsoned them in the prison at Taito-cho. I note also that you will furnish
details later. I thank you for this information, and have the honor to inform you
that I have forwarded the same to the United States Government.

I have the honor to be.
Sir,
Your obedient sarvant.
A. C. Lambert

United States Vice-Consul-in-charge.””
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UNITED STATES CONSULATE, TAMSUIL FORMOSA
February 24th, 1904.

S » Goto Esqr,
Chief of the Civil Administration,
Formosan Government.
Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of February
17th, in which you inform me in detail of the attack made upon the natives of Botel
Tobago by your police on Jan 28th, as a means of punishing the said savages for
their cruelty to the shipwreaked crew of the American ship “Benjamin Sewall”.

I note that ten of the savage chiefs were arrested by the expedition and are
now in the prison at Taito-cho. That thirteen huts were burnt and various weapons
confiséated.

I note also that you have ordered the establishment of a new police station at
Imorusokku, on the west coast of Botel Tobago, for the general protection of the
coast, and that the punitive expedition left eight police on the island, temporarily,
as a warning for the future and to restore order among at the savages.

I have the honor to tender you my warm thanks for the above information,
which I have imparted to my Government, and for the photographs of the
expedition, which have been sent to the Department of State, Washington.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
A. C. Lambert

United States Vice-Consul-in-charge."”

E=N
1861%
K] R k5
17) Al kp.86

38



HABBRIMEBEONRYy Vx IV - e — Ve HIcET 2% (B3 4)

BB RACK EHE A
BERENTRBEEE
TR I
B RERR Y VU x 3V - b — VEKRRICEATE I A 7oA R G R & S
T570 ,1H%Bﬁa%ﬁg@%hbtﬁ&@zﬂwaﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁxbiLto
HZELZEREZDIONIGHERIC L > GRS M, SREARTOREEBL ICHEATLO
Zt, BAORBEBREEI WA ZRGEZENLIZEDZ Lo
F-ALBEETE RO A T Y v Z IS R BEREMEREBE L2 L2 L, BEAND
BRDI2OE [BAN] ORFEEO-OFEKRD ) H 8 N\OBRELZBIKRELT
WwWhHEDZ L,
EED S5O LEEBAL X ORHMEOBEEZ IE L - EEOMRMIN LIRS HEL
£L, 7V N OREBEANEMFWZLE L7, WA
K E R HEF

R 2 2t

FEEXNBOE [4E0Y y 7] G AL ICH-2BRRETPREShIzEW)
ETHhD, TRIETICY [0V v 7 | [RIEFTIES o 7275 SHROBEY I DAL
A E KR D7 DOFICRE L0 EEZOND, ZOMICEREKHZER 2K E
LTh ) —DORESNZOWERRBEOLERETH S, ZHiF2 A1 BN THERTREMAR
B S RB IR EFARSIC I SN2 ROLEICRL 2 ENTE b,

KGRI N =5 2V E R =B

EMRANEATE = 2 VR B OB FR =M 5V R @R ENEATE
EEX = B EHRE WU = kY 5 A TS FHFIVE MEER T AL BIL=ERA
VERE ) MFEEE= Y 7R THEA ) BRI T EANFEANZN A NVEEFEY T
BEANVFEEFEIRA =T SHFLNGHME BT EA N FHF LR F R ERME
J—IE-BRE Y EBIEM = ¥ 75 v b & =8k VARSI J S AL BRIR
N = A NS REIEME R ES ) BE RIS Y R BT Eae /B
g9 BB BT MEEAE Y REAMERS ) AENR NVNE J HDOV T ROV
ity —inEFANFEEAV SRR VES ST BEE Y AT T VAV
ZWE T MESEE VRV WM SRANB B Y T OVINEEAN =Y 5
FTIMANIFRT LV AR BT — RS = ARF DR =Bk

39



RIREFERFRE NLHFE 122

moHYEE R BEEFRBRANVNFNE 2R TR Y PTFHATEERLE ¥
NI REF Y MEABR=ABE T E Y AVKE =W Y BESERBF R N Y 755
—HYME=RTEY LB MEFEASNBALE RN TR T E ) FF 2T
THNRY MEBEANLERENCTERE MG FIERT U ¥t KR 7 13 &4
HRZBANVT B2 EZHE /5T hHTIZVE VMEVED L BRE=M
W T 7 TN FHBNI =R T B BEE B 7 b it
HE=1+tE_H—H

BRIT R B R
BERE S B EE A

COLHEIIIMHEY [FREENUDBRET VT WE /T D7 By 2 A NERSE
VBRETRIEEITRAN I BE] THhH L W) BEERRKBERZREEOH % X 7z A
EPFFEONT O TS, EBE, WIRCTRMNOBEND KL INDIFNLH19EL %
D19234F (WHS64E) DI & Tho 7z,

RICGTHEROBEY S DA 2 B X ORI NMEZ 2L DORREBENENRED L ST
HoTeHhRTHEZV. 2 H 7 B CEEARZRRED SARTEMBRIC DFLEHIERE A
Htg R 7 BT Lo Y LHEFD Y, AHMRD O REBMEICKD & 5 12EE
T2 TV 5,

A by Ta NI UN ARFER BUFUIY FSALEFLEITILE F
TAT NAFY ZF=F FavzvrEay, kAINVIYVE FFYH=
VT NIV ANIAVVFS FAIV VYYD YVawIby
(RLBHMEFE AN S AR IR F VIR T IVE ) 7IVERH A 7S H + % o5k 7 Sk,
WEBENER=VTREZAV BV F V7 ER RS =ftEL Y)Y

BIRY I DAN4 ZEEITEN D> B0 0 —HEM L5722 A7 HOBETY, 1hhic

BT TR T BVEV D072 L) THb, LALKEOZZTFERZBEEEICE > TW
HEW) . BRICHBE S NAMEFIONDRET 2 2 & 4 PRIEROBBRS ISR L
TWaEWVH, ZH) LREPSHEIZ2H 7 BNOKBHOERT, BEIETWE

18) [H tpp.93-96
19) [ Ep48
20) [F_Lpp.49-51

40



HAKERAROHEBORY Vx I ¥ - =V EEHICET A% (B 52

BERBEXBIFLIELEENBEL TS,

NGFAY—ay %Y TIVEIRY FTIRZVUAN, AT MTRTIA
T AN Zwav ) ARN/ EFTERNATFZILIN hNYIT) KT
FooN I IANAF VT ENYTARYALT FrUTANVI evIay
FYEIMA NFHFATE X)) YA edRTrrvabr= ruk) v
ATFN FART FKXTVY FANY ARy eAFYITIYEYT FUb
V= AL aATHEY TAAL VA THuEIY FhIFTAAY

(REH TSR EERBIEHN / B0 v, AR T &7 S8 A% HER/
72 VEm=3a Lk AENERPR-V TREEREIRAANV ) LEF
U MRRARERR MaE RV b =R ) BT BT AR B AL BKE Y &
¥ R B = B A 7 VRIS 72 7)Y

CTHIZEY, BELTWEBEEIZ2 HSHICHIEEZBIZT S, FN2RTON 2 H29H
OB S KRESBDOIRDBEIRTH B5, FTIZIIHEY I DN &2 ORBIZEDOEEITENC
AT LM AR IRS TWNAE I EDRREINTWES,

av vy vg v Yo Fr¥ray yrzay A7 FYS
Ro —TAYN KYFIAE F2Eog AV F Y, bY NIV Ay
YYEFE YV FyXEVE AVLIN XUV TS UTY
FAFIVII 5 FFFIFZIPEN AVLE HUFUoSral E
X
(RLEEMFRRE ) RENETF S ) BEITSRE R —TNEAKANARETHRY ¥, 4
FANBAIEIRIFAE 2 BT ) SR I =B S A 7 ROGRE 7 B
7 b F M LRI = kA A AR 1)) P

—F, BEICHEBEINTOZMEZIONIOVTIE, YUl L) IS TirrEE ST
Wi ol 2 BISHMOMEN S KEBEOBHICIIRD I HI12H 5

awxrFy ) av by NYIY) AT UHIIN AHH THEYVTFA

21) [ Epp.57-60
22) [ Fpp.87-89

41



RIRESRRF R NXH#E 122

TUVYY o7 xay TIATVRA RUFVEIY FZTUIANY A
(Fo b RLERIEZEE N 2 WL 5 AR 2 7 ) 3 Y BRE ) BT A RS & T4
J BT

SR LEBRAERELEEOEISHBICH L T2 AIVANTRDO LI IZITEINTY

%o

WEEINNBZERE IV a b = JUE AR R =R DRSS FRRUR L S

DAY

PR L TWZI0ANISH L TIEELOBEEZ Lo2d, T IR LEV LICRE S,
L2L, €202 7 Atk, FRIEIBLDLAREEAERES, WAL TV I0APEEE» 5 —

Iz

J?EiE Lf:o)./@%z}o %O)Eﬁj{%ﬁ}ﬁ%ci&@i 5 GZ%EL'C\/\%O

BHT W CEMEANNA A R KB =R VERRE ) BRI CREY
TR 7RAET 7R LA NREINES ) EE S TAE=AERNE BEY =4
NIFE=F ) FTIRE Y BT R) FH I Z8 a7 R L T AR IL T =R
AT BMARE ) BREE R Ly ) T AR SRy T kR Rl T
MR Y = s ) BTV AT Y Y PHAEAS Vs B BERAMELVLV IR
CH ) 1B =B F 7 I A BN P S ARSIy T T BT VB 2 B
FoBRVBR IR eBR_BR V7T VIR IR =R TIREY Y MeF S v a b
7 HHE® ) @RS NG NEET RY 7RIS 7 Hgtk  REZF VIR AT LY
FUTH=RETHE VAR =BAEANVKET v FHE=ERtava b~ F ey
H—WEAEE ) BB /I )V BEELE =N 7RIRT &4 7 B ¥ =9
U YRR VR =AY TR TR SNV R =V TS B
g e v VNS SIDI Ny POV SaURO A SNV S RS L -
MRAETFE =N 7 AMA =AY KEHE D) HEGER K SRSy XY By
Er M) KT FEHSY

23)
24)
25)

[f] Epp.91-92
@ +p.90
AI¥8§E 3) p.748

42



HABERADAEEONY Vv 3 ¥ - 24— V5 BHCHET 5% (B 5

FRED & ITHEELZIONDH 4 Nk, REHEFLTHEA S L2 2 L AVRRTREL,
BY o6 NiZF&HI N % WROBEROLNTHBRIZIES Z EFT 3Nz, Ly
L, 8L COELBIREOHRLZLIL, BAr T TYIOHERICGERERTIL LR
212X ) Thb b, HBENOFEKOIRESR COBOMRICRI LERTRD
HERMIE, BREABREZERFOEGECH RO OTHAI», TOED3IH
ITHZ O %L > TwbH, BESRTH o720

3. XD w3 A -NBEHOERENER

\

RYVYIY 2 F = VEFEGOERBIIOVTHARANORRICH EOXHALMICLTE
720 M HARIZBEETEI O FEMEIIN L CHEWEBRN TH o720 THITHD0b 5§ S
ITENCEE AT o 72 DIREDRP O OBNEF VB H - 72720 TH 5, HAVKREOEF %X
ANRIEE % O Lo 2ERIIIAREDH 072D TH A 9 B

ZHZOBEEEICBT 5 EHEMBBIOMEILX, CTOLEITHETE 72T TRV, F
EEARAD LR LITEERPEBEARORERICEDLN L FHNEB Z o Tz, 18674
3R, KEfRT —N—FPBRD-OBREEROWBHETIHEL, F— FTHEDOHERIC
72EDECTMENY P FOEBIUOETOFRMBY, BER O 7Y) IRESI
5EV) BRI 572, TNET—N—FFFL V), WEZEMEAEOKEES
)€~ FJ)U (Charles W.LeGendre) ¥, MEEEOWFE T TREBEZHMITL, MEEE
DHEEZFEBRELTSHI) LA LMRERVIIREEB L) E L, LELERERD
BWIEHTICH VY, FIEREEDBE/ Lo, TOH%, VEY FPVEEIIH L TEELZRE
THH, Hid [BEOFEMITEEORI S5 2 UTREHVTERALEEL Y L HEE
Ml L7z, 20720, 6 AREBFIIBERE VI CER _E2FMRICm»bE, 19
HiZEBELFERZFET 5, LAL, COLEXLHEEROBEZEICHVHEFZES
BRUINE RS hh ol AICENVHFY Y FVIHERET L0, INEEEICHE
BEMNF M EERLZ, SRICXDREEREREOMIC, SHITIERIES LS
EACH L CREEZMATHRET S &) BEEBDFHIBENT0TH 5, FIERRKIZ
[ChiEd7-hd, BEICCOOBBIEET LI RO TH o727 LRRTWA,

—75, 1S4EDHARICE L2 EBHEDO X > »T D, b LIIRKERRE EEOLER (O

26) fREEEESE, [BWEEEE], p587, 1904 (1997 MRER)
27) g, (BB WEHAEOESR L EE], hAHE, p57, 1993

43



RIREEREmE NXRHER 122

A7) BRELZZLH o7z, BTHEIOARKIROEH BBROADBEIE Y, T
L7233 ARBRC66ADERD /IRBICESE Lz TOLEXMADNRYY (B Ewvn)s
FIEOGEERIIRESN, ABPL) LCTEERDI LI FARZ 72, Zhztt
FHEFEEE V) o BHAREIRER2ERINCHEHFLZBAA SIS, BEMEELEL:E2AE
WRE LB ORI 2 FAE SIS, COEAREIT - N—FFH M CTFh 2 31 L -0k E
HEVEY FVEHEIEML, - N—FHGORREE I 2 -EBNRO#D SR E
FHREHR T ERY XY FUVIRIST2EICRVEEBEMICIRA S, ABHEOBIIS
BELFFRESREIECONENRMEO—ANE R o TwWb, ZLTISTIESI A, I
WE BREE TR W2, BECS L SEFomEREEBRLEI L Lz, L
L, HHE TBEOEFIMNOR] THY, FIFBLERWEIALEREEZZZT
bEEEL7z, TNEZITTHARIZISTAFE 4 B, BEERFHBSEEZ GEFBIEBHREL L
THREICH726%, 5 ARBIC000AU Lo EZRESEL-DOTH D, FREHE BERIC
X270 FIEFHTNE SNEDO TR EOEMOER I E R MEE SN, BER
ZBHbEHARICHRIEL T o7z, HIRI WKW THOERESZAY, BADFTHZ W
D& EF525 BEIZRLA, —HHAMITEB TRERIYRRLALKICE LD S5h% L
DRHBEZHLTVERRTEDH o7 €070 8 A KARAEAHL RIS X iEE BT & @
LWl ), ZORE, EPHARISOAMA X)L TAEL, ARIEEIOEE
BEIEDLIELII R 72D THS, SNICLYVERBRICE Z2RWOBIVRETH HEE
HILZHARE T 52, COGEHLIZARPEEICMELMHIIL, HSO DL LTI E
TOREAL L S7=DTH b,

O—N—FH e PR ICEBE L TV A0, BEUPMELEERLE [EAOR]
ELTHA7-bOEEZE#L-28, ZLTCEN2HBICSEOFMRATESHELED S
NIZEVW)ZETHD, RV Iy I vV - bF—VEERICELTE LI, SEIHANZ
DEEZ BIEEE T, WUTE2O0E S 2REPSMDNIDREEER D, ZOB, HAMN
ELTRINECOREEHEELS LTH, EREICHT 2 MERES LB R THIET S
CLETERDPSTHA ) TLUROHAREREL OGRS LTHESZEIBIC
WioZl LIXTELPSTDTH A,

LRAICEHARIZE o CHOITSRKEELGTAENUHNZ Tz, 19044E 2 H 4 HIC
PS5 HBEWF TH 5, SPEBKIRE AR O19044E 1 A20H, ARETEMRIZEEAR
ERRKBMHICKDLHITHEL TV,

a7 bk IN VAVTUFY Ry~ INY FaAGN AT FrwUIHA

44



ARKEBRARMEEEORY Yy IV - v —VEEMEICET A% (B 2

I FEYLY FALHZEY evEAITY —FIFIAHAL R
(RLBEIE A AR G — 7 S 5 Nl 2 3508 7 B RV 3l LB 7 ) — IS
4 2)® |

COFRTLEKRBIZIEZT(HF— M HEBEBRIBEREVE)FTUH])] EREZINTVS,
HARIZ X 2 BIEANOFERKIREIZ19044E 1 A28H TH 1, HRBEESFDFEZRT A EH O EE
LR D L P TEBEIN TN DTH b,

4. #%

HARRBRROBREHFALEZIILOETHHARMOBRZHNTARY Y I V- 2 F
—VEEADEREREZHLNPIILTE. ¥ IDAL I L HAIEETEICEAY S 21T
WE% 6 ko 2ERITIE, KRENC L 2 HEF L T OBERMREENIRE CERLTWEE
oMb, ZLTIOEMFLUSE, ERECH LTIELEIOLI LI LIRELNED,
HARZHEY I DAL IZHT 258 EMZEBILL T2 RITNER b o7 Z2O—BR
ELTTONIDOPH R BEZRLTORER, FREFORETH S, THIIHEY 3
DRFHEZPERERD Y AT LAOFIZHY) AFN T IRETH o2 E B F R b0

T, BETIEYIDOAMREBRL TEBEHRZ AR UFOER % b & ITER T 5 KA
BHOLbLNTWVD, ZO—D2RNEL - EFAD [BEFEERS HEELE] (1998)7
i, ORICEZEVWIRY VY IV - =V BEAIPATEREEYED B, 212
ZHARORLR E BVE) B2 0T RZTIONE, SHBINLZHELDD, F
T B BBEDOTNIZOVWTHRET L T LERDH A9,

SEINER GECRBL 22 3CHIEE )

EREE, [BEBRE KEXRFTEORFER], HAHE, 1996
BH, [BEAMESER], FiRtk, 1994

BEEEHErE, [BEREK] 1938 (1994 BRER)

28) RI¥EE 1) pp.97-99 _
29) stk - Bk, [BEEERE HEHRLR), ZFCMRERE, 1998

45



