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The origin and the development of the modern state in Japan

IWAMOTO Isao

It is very important for the political science to analyze the political and historical nature of
the Japanese Emperor in the period from Meiji-Ishin (Meiji Revolution) up to the present.
Has the Emperor been an absolute monarchy or a constitutional monarchy? Which did he
represent the interest of landowners or capitalists? In Japan, the dispute on these problems is -
called “Nihon Shihonshugi Ronsou” (The Disputation on the Development of the Japanese
Capitalism). These problems are too complex and not yet resolved now. I challenge this
difficult task.
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