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A Debt Collection Lawsuit in the Han Dynasty

TAKATORI Yuji

abstract

Collections of the claim with interrogation to debtors in Northwest China in the Han
Dynasty is a debt collection lawsuit. A Han wooden strips (#f#) document named the case
of the charge against K'ou En by the Commander, His Honour Su, ([EEEMEEEE ] fH#H)
is one case of the debt collection lawsuit. Through the examination of the case of the charge
against K'ou En by the Commander, the feature of a debt collection lawsuit in the Han
Dynasty can be made clear. Until recently, however, it was thought that the case of the
charge against K'ou En by the Commander was a case of a criminal action. In this paper, first
I prove the case of the charge against K'ou En by the Commander was not a criminal action
but a debt collection lawsuit. Secondly, I will explain the case of the charge against K'ou En by
the Commander as a case of a debt collection lawsuit. It will become clear that a debt
collection lawsuit in the Han Dynasty had no judicial decision and no investigation by an
officer.
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