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Henry James's “The Friends of the Friends”

— The Narrator's “Fantasy” —

Yukari KANZAKI

Abstract

Henry James's “The Friends of the Friends” first appeared in 1896 under the title of
“The Way It Came”, two years before the publication of The Turn of the Screw,
perhaps the most provocative ghost story written by James. Since Edmund Wilson
argued that the ghost in The Turn of the Screw was simply a production of the
narrator’'s mind, many critics have also focused on the mind of the narrator in “The
Friends of the Friends.” They conclude that the narrator is jealous of her friend who
shares the psychical experience with her fiancé, which makes the narrator imagine the
ghost of her friend. To read this story simply as a product of the narrator’s jealousy,
leaves some inconsistency remaining.

The ambiguity of the ghost and the narrator’s enigmatic behavior lead the reader to
another interpretation. This paper demonstrates the alternative reading that the
narrator, obsessed with her hypothesis, creates her “fantasy” in the sense used in
psychoanalysis, meaning ‘the imaginings to which we are all addicted, but which some
disturbed persons take in greater or lesser degree as “fact.”’ At the end of the story we
realize that we have been caught in the narrator's imaginative world and that “The
Friends of the Friends” is James's “amusette” to catch those readers who are “not
easily caught.”
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1) Henry James, “The Friends of the Friends,” Henry James: Stories of the Supernatural Ed.
Leon Edel (New York: Taplinger, 1980) 396-97. AXHDFIHIZT XTI NITEK S, DT,
SRR ONR— VI ARLHFIZEET,
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DEBIZLBLIETHLETIIFEYF - A VY VIBEAEVbRATWS Y w4V
VD 5, TOWEICBWTHIBNED L ZALKEEBHBENDR X oIS,
CAPEROTER B BELERT TS LEEL, ZASHERBHLHNL LW [R] 0
BELRICOBHOPFETHEICL S, 2F ), BTHEMHN, BRAELEESICERVEE
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LL, T#] L) AMOBIRLAWEDOT —< 2L EmoT a2 513, 2LoE4H

2) Christina E. Albers, A Reader's Guide to the Short Stories of Henry James (New York: GK.
Hall, 1997) 279. Edmund Wilson, “The Ambiguity of Henry James,” Henry James: Critical
Assessments Vol. III. Ed. Graham Clarke (The Banks, Mountfield: Helm Information, 1991)
164-196. Originally published in Hound and Horn, April-May 1934, 385-406.
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RUBRHAZHOITOLRL, b0t RVWREATENIEEMICE) LM EEL 2720 T
BWIEAH Y I XD, TR DEEDITIEES L T AICARIHLETHIIRD -

bbHA, B [RB] BBCEFFOPSZAZFIEALE L) & LD, ZAOEM
REFERTHICONTHIEZRE L2 L) 1C4R), ZAQOEHEIEDL LZORBFLNTARD
V=PLTRATY 7 BT TR dEXONL. BN, ZOEMICIE TR v
) ZEDBEIRLAREENTWS Z LBV R, L LRI & 9 25N
i, COEMZRICEYVFTHLRUOBREORVITEL LTHIOTRICRIDRE T, &
BRINDORANEF ) L DBHEETH 5,

Z TR T, TOWREITLIFRIT L T 2L0ERRICEOLERNTW [FA] 28, &
FUIHTAIHELORIICENTEI DI (778 V—] (EH) 2EABRLEIDOTHS
EERT, ZITW) [Ty 08 V—] ki, VAV - ZFVHF0), [#LHLZED
NBHDLEN, HHIHEDDHHANITN 2B ELERT S L) 21%] (“fantasy” in the
sense in which psychoanalysis uses the term today — that is, the imaginings to which we
are all addicted, but which some disturbed persons take in greater or lesser degreé as
“fact”) P DZETH B, TabbRRKZELIE, [F] OBEIEABNLAEET, S0
ETNT [B] KL BBETRRWhL W) LM, 2925, ZhidV=Af21XH
G2 [RLOVRAY] OFLTERLTWE L)% [73I2¥y b (amusette) D—DT,

3) Leon Edel, “Introduction to The Turn of the Screw”, Henry James: Stories of the
Supernatural (New York: Taplinger, 1980) 432. ‘
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THROEBROAL1Z, MELEEHOEDE L TAMBHICZOERZAHL TV,
Thbb, Ko [EHRNZMALTELET, LEZOFBICEBLOTHL, MELD
BiRbh72DTR%L, RPHEILLSh, TARNLZBELV) ZLETHRRZMZ S
7219 0F, FNTHHMELHBLAZAOHIZIE, BEHROAL DORBIIHETE T, KE
TEHRERLZAEYF 27 X5 (BREM CHEBELTAKADE ol [I9EEEREIS
20 EACHIBEIC AT CORI0ER X, LEBSIRIELH]Y T, ZRIIEETLIZEL O
BANEBEAATHEMBICETRREL T,

VA DAOWMEIBETAEMD, COII)BHIEREZERIAETINATVE, Vg
LAAD, UEEOLEHRIZELERL TV I LRANOEETHL, Vol AXDRY 4
V74 VA sXE, AF)R LEHASHIRS] OKkEz2LOTWL, HUFEOM#
ADEL BLEMOHEEZZIT T/ E2E2 5L, Vol AXPLEIRLICE LTV
TWzE LTABILL v 7272 LEHEMER] B L T { OMBAOPICd,
RENLREBLEST, LERRZOID LN B ZOHRLOEHRICDH 2 5k LI H#k
RHRVWTWIEANE o2k Bbhb, 3bBAY A4 AXDHEAED, HLLEHSITHEE
RRNTIEWA, RLTHEOEEZE LTV b TR 2ok, 2DZ LIE, FAK
ERTTIHEBLTVWDEXIIZ, VA XN [TARVOFR] LS, LER

4) Vx4 2 X =a2—a—2OBTI73I2Ey b (amusette) ] IZOWTERLTWS . “a
piece of ingenuity pure and simple, of cold artistic calculation, an amusette to catch those
not easily caught . . ., the jaded, the disillusioned. the fastidious.” ¥ 7z HFARKE [NV — -
VA AXFHEEE 19984 82-83R— Y, BIUHEHE=[H - Y= A X[RALOVAY ]
L ZORIBO/MNR] FEEH20014E 146-48X— . B,

5) FU— - Fx v ANBERI77 & X< 7] [58XFE37] BB 19934
29—,

6) EEETHE F—aHohES, FANVODRAE)F27Y ALl [a)F Y - FAVDOLEE]
aFv - AN EBRETHR FEEE 19924 20%—-7,

— 121 —



REBETHAERDVALNLZ DO DHEDPTHS,” HWHARKER TV D, MER
HETAZAXONELHETH Y, ZAFVHICHMEL2 D 03BHEERILELLEVD &
t@&oto%bf:hﬁ,—ﬁ@@%%%%ﬂﬁ?éﬂ%t&ofwtt%iEhéo
[RZLORZL] © [#] 13, BRERLTRZLOL)CHMEZHBL TV 2V, T4
bHLEERBERVOTH L, Lz o T, HOOEBICH LIEFICEKZINT WS L[H
RIZ, BODPTELRWILEEALTWE AR, H2HEFEILLE-TVBEIIICHRT
Tohb, EHIT[R] PRICERZDE, HEBELIABRICHBOKEEZ LLw) 221
TR%L, KELBERIZBVWTWODBICAD B> TVE, 2 TBEVHIRIEED o
TWAB L) aRBHLERICH I EH, 7821 HERIHTWELE TRV, ik
BRZEBIZRDBNZEICIRMEDOZ L 2o TWT, KFIHEIEET L. ¥4 bLD
[REBbOREL] &, ZAZRZAPHSTASLTIZO%Mo T BFEBRLTYS
LEbIhL, Lad, TOTAEERSLIMTYS,

They were so awfully alike: they had the same ideas and tricks and tastes, the
same prejudices and superstitions and heresies; they said the same things and
sometimes did them; they liked and disliked the same persons and places, the same
books, authors and styles; any one could see a certain identity even in their looks

and their features. (402)

RS, ZXAVBOAMALELT, RALERBIRGHITRALTHL, AL LEE-
YL AL, A B K ER, XHEREDHFAPTRTHEUM, S ONBIRA
BUICLHLE—BEPRONDLIFZETH S, LIPS ARBELITEPTWE, ZLTTALD
FRIZEONDL L 2B ko TV AEDLEBRTH S, 2O L) I b DR+LLR LT
H& 913372 (“Birds of a feather flock together”) (397) &9 DA% [F] DfEEIZH L
TARHTH B, L2HD, BEVLZZTTNESTER) T LA\,

. . . the strange law that had made them bang so many doors in each other’s face,
made them the buckets in the well, the two ends of the see-saw, the two parties in
the state, so that when one was up the other was down, when one was out the other

was in; neither by any possibility entering a house till the other had left it, or leaving

7) BARRE [NV — -V f AX] FHEEE 19984 61—,
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it, all unawares, till the other was at hand. (402)

TR, BPBRPRRBEVIEEPDDLT, WRERBUC, LTHEIERCHD L)
TR OEFHIZETETHE o T, b d [F] BZAZBIEEDLE L) LBl
B0, TOHEVIIHRBAEMOERLZVE IR D, EE L 5E2Z0ERT 5000,
ZRPKREC [R] OBBBEO LI TR, ThEERASELIEPEEIREDL IR
2TV, &AW, KRZHLREZOHEZVERLEE VI BICIOMELR-TLE ).
BHPBEIZEDLTIHATLE o240, [F] OFEZIZBILZL RV,

LZAH, TR ORAZIFET 22D I, BHEOD EIZELIENT L), 1]
DHNCHNIZDRZEE TV EIHERTH oL BRTX MO E V24 A XFKRL TS, &
DECHL CRERAESORIHFHELVDY, Y HA L SEETWAHERICE o7 (T
saw her living — I saw her to speak to her —I saw her as I see you now) & ERL TH,
[FA] WCRELAFEARICHEICEVITR A LIE UL v, ZHIE [R] ISESICH Y F
BRI RO,

It was my theory, my conviction, it became, as I may say, my attitude, that they had
still never “met;” and it was just on this ground that I said to myself it would be

generous to ask him to stand with me beside her grave. (419) (TH#EHEH)

HOOBICERT 2 [F] ICHE—RSNRAOER S ER, HLEzWMEICTLHIILTD
o720 ZLT, HMEBHOEELKUDERIERTEHATLI LIRS, SO LZHEET
50X, MFEORETHELIHE > TVILRDEITTH %,

When six years later, in solitude and silence, I heard of his death I hailed it as a direct
contribution to my theory. It was sudden, it was never properly accounted for, it
was surrounded by circumstances in which — for oh, I took them to pieces! — I
distinctly read an intention, the mark of his own hidden hand. It was the result of a
long necessity, of an unquenchable desire. To say exactly what I meén, it was a

response to an irresistible call. (424) (TFT#FEEH)

8) MEHE= H: VA s X [RALOURY ] EZ0i#0/MR] EEH 20014 141-60-%
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TZT IR & BEEDTFLHALCHLOLRER (RO LWISELHYELT
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BWRD | IR U7l d b, i, BRI EICLoTEIHIRL [#] 2MEELABY, ik
EOHBVEENMIRI L2 LR 5,
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EHERTE D, rroF LR, LEBRERBET 2 AOEF LM LAV % 5
X, BTFRBEVIEFPFEEH ) ZLICRDEVIEETH L. HOMICEN-OEET
WL TH B TH RV, TN OEZNHPMETHNL [F] ORFIEILT 5,

LY, (B PREZEICESDIT, BHEOLIAIZEVICE LR ZD B3 HENE
RY DL ) CESTORBERLE S LBLL I LHFTENE, HROFBBRIZETTAN S
TWAHEBBRL, BT ALREE L2723 TTHD, LAY, HOLORFZRIZLEE S
720ITiE, ENIRBMEIZ o7 FRLT, BROBEDZADNEBEELTVWLIL2RHEL
2RV [R] BRESORFDOMFIHEZMENCEERA, ZOBBILTLE 72251
TR, BB ZFORBRBE o THENNIERILEoTWVS

L L, SCTIOYRREREIRYBE-TERLE, TR [F] MEY 2L 72iET
ZZVRL V) RMPEL Do T TR L DI, BE L KB IXTOBBR % EHR
TAHILIZEST, $BTR—-ABO L) ICHIPNTVE, ZDOZ LIZT AR [F]
DENZEEBT I LIERVEVIFERLD I PP R b EHICLDIHHIFHLINTE
59, FRBRIIELNEZEERBioTWVD, [FANIMT L P BHEDOBEE L2 FIZANSDS,
TRELOFREBERAFTE R Ve ThiE, BANL ORI LDOTERVERD LV
BERBLTWEEEZON5E, 51T, [RIIBHE LN, FHITL olid
BLOEZAPTFEBY) LVDLARRPYICHEZZLTWE LI RDE I NoDZ LD,
[ME&Z] w0k [ E—MELA, H2WiE (k] o5 FEET, [#] o8z %
AHLZZMETE RV EEIONLDTHD, CORICEALTIE, Z2YAF14—F T
N=7 B FERROBREN T X >V  ZBRTWD,

... the two unnamed friends never appear together, and have no names, because
they are really one and the same, or are simply the male and female version of the

narrator, or perhaps do not exsist at all. *’

9) Christina E. Albers, A Reader's Guide to the Short Stories of Henry James (New York: G.K.
Hall, 1997) 284.
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UTHh b,

VA LAY, TIiat¥y bew) [BEEFE] 2BHEL, HIBEZELATWAEZLERT
TRBRz, 2 blE, 2o [KEbOKZE] b, BV FO [F] PBEICHEBET L
ERTELRVIENE & OB 2 RE 2 LERRICKO TER L WEICHLTTRE
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vy NThHBLEZ LN,
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