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Change and continuance of folk religious practices on the urban periphery:
Shugendd revival at Shinteiji mountain temple in Ikoma (Osaka Prefecture)

OKAO Masahide

Abstract

The Tkoma Mountains along the eastern periphery of Osaka city, which have been
considered sacred since the early period of Japanese history, is a center for the practice of
Shugendd, a traditional folk religion. Generally, ordinary people practice folk religion under
the instruction of qualified leaders belonging to established religious institutions. In the
modern period, Korean folk religions as well as Shugendd, have been especially active on
the Tkoma Mountains. But recently the activities of folk religions have declined in Ikoma,
this is due to an increase in the elderly population and decreasing birth rate. Nevertheless,
the activity at Shinteiji, a small temple at the foot of the mountains is lively. Reasons for
this is the presiding priest has introduced rituals of foreign folk religions and techniques
of a foreign traditional medicine into the activity of Shugendo, and these activities at
Shinteiji have continued because the priest belongs to Kinpusenji temple, a major center
of Shugend6 practices. He often explains to the followers the doctrines of Shugendo6 based
on the teachings of Buddhism. As a result his followers learn the way of daily life taught by

Buddhism and participate in annual pilgrimages to Kinpusenji.
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EHARICSH > TIEH ) 7 > (EEF 723 CEEEE O A 4 ) 2SHEEE R BN S O FF
LA AZRIGTFEHL REGEWICHER T 2 [HilErE] 0o ST/ CGEEIAEOSR
[1985], pp. 279-280). Z D4 #Ix, [FHERFIEEN] 2L > THbI D [#EEE] 120w
TORBEFEIRIC & 2500 (FIE [1968]) 126E> T, FHEMEFOEKLRAELERLEEZ
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