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HIRAO, Masahiro: 'Tru’. A philosophical investigation based
on Japanese language (Part II)

HIRAO Masahiro

Abstract

In this paper following the previous one, we present a philosophical consideration based
on Japanese language.

In our previous paper, we have examined conventional studies, in which two points of view
had been presented. According to some researchers, the difference between 'iru' and 'aru'
is based on the category of subject of these verbs (what the subject is), and according to
others, the difference of 'iru' and 'aru' is based on the attitudes of speakers (how the speaker
think or feel). In conclusion, we have proved that these opinions both are not decisive and
showen the third way or hypothesis, that is, the difference of 'iru' and 'aru' is based on the
relations between the speaker and the subject.

In this paper, we consider the relationship between this hypothesis and the conventional
two theories, to point out: (1) our hypothesis can subsume conventional theories. (2) But
our theory, because of its generality, is too abstract to explain contents of example sentences
concretely. (3) Therefore utilizing conventional theories as the parameters to interpret

examples for our hypotheses is needed.
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