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HIRAO, Masahiro: 'Tru’. A philosophical investigation based
on Japanese language (Part I)

HIRAO Masahiro

Abstract

In this paper we present a philosophical consideration based on Japanese language.

Recently some Japanese philosophers try to emphasize the properties of Japanese
language, culture and its uniqueness. But they tend to make easy generalizations and logical
leaps.

Therefore we decide to narrow our argument down to one question, namely the usages of
two Japanese verbs (iru' and 'aru') which mean usually 'to be' or 'to exist', to build the firm
fundament of our consideration. And we refer the Japanese linguistic studies of this problem
to avoid falling into empty speculation.

Conventional studies have presented the two points of view. Some researchers say the
difference between 'iru' and 'aru' is based on the category of subject of these verbs (what
the subject is), and some insist that the difference of 'iru' and 'aru' is based on the attitudes
of speakers (how the speaker think or feel).

In conclusion, we prove that these opinions both are not decisive and show the third way
or hypothesis, that is, the difference of 'iru' and 'aru' is based on the relations between the

speaker and the subject.
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BIREOZVWEIIZEVIRAZTEBLN, ZofIRTol, TRAEHRICOWT (H5B)
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V] LW HFANERNTLE) 2B D 9 D ETDS, TIIEEEORLHREEEC
WIS 2 BT 2 B IRARN 2 T TH B,

BUOICHZT

(—) /N
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FEEAETETHY), )2, ) LABHREIOLOREELT, RS EHizI
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