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Yokoi Shonan and “Kinsiroku (Reflections on Things at Hand)™
On His Acceptance of the Idea of “Sandai (Three Dynasties)”

KITANO Yuji

Abstract

Yokoi Shénan (1809-1869), Confucian scholar and samurai from the Higo (Kumamoto)
Domain, formulated the idea of “Sandai (Three Dynasties)” as his fundamental political
thought in his mid-thirties.

This idea originated in orthodox Confucianism, which idealized the politics of the three
dynasties, namely the Hsia, the Yin, and the Chou in ancient China. The idea of Sanda:
was accepted by the Neo-Confucianists in the Sung Period, e.g.Chou Tun-i, Chang Tsai,
Ch'eng Hao, Ch'eng I and Chu Hsi. Yokoi Shonan focused on the philosophy of these
Confucianists in his mid-thirties.

Chu Hsi and Lu Zugian edited “Kinsiroku (Reflections on Things at Hand)” in 1176,
namely the anthology of the writings and analects of Chou Tun-i, Chang Tsai, Ch'eng
Hao and Ch'eng I, as a beginner’s textbook on the Neo-Confucianism. In 1843, Yokoi
Shonan read this anthology intensively with his like-minded colleagues in the Higo
Domain.

I have attempted in this paper to examine the relationship of his intensive reading of
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“Kinsiroku" to his acceptance and advocacy of the Idea of Sandai in his mid-thirties.
Then I pay attention to the word Sandai and some words and phrases connected with
Sandai, e.g. “ITkonogaku (the study for self-discipline)”, “Seishin (making the mind
sincere)”, “Gyo-shun (Yao and Shun)” and “Jinsei (benevolent rule)”. As a result of this
examination, I pointed to the possibility that Yokoi Shénan was influenced by “Kinsiroku”
to accept and advocate the Idea of Sanda: on grounds of the similarities of the words
and phrases used and the synchronicity between the advocacy of Sanda: and the
intensive reading of the anthology.

”

Key words : Yokoi Shonan, the idea of “Sandai (Three Dynasties)”, “Kinsiroku
(Reflections on Things at Hand )"
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