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Abstract
Research into the evaluation and measurement of writing ability in academic

Japanese as required of international students at the bachelor's level is a pressing issue.
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This report outlines evaluations conducted by university instructors on the written
works of nonnative speakers of Japanese. In addition, based on the results of these
evaluations, observations are presented concerning the factors that affect the difficulty
of understanding opinion pieces written by foreign students whose mother tongue is
not Japanese. As a result, one aspect of this difficulty will be clarified in detail. It is
concluded that the overall evaluations of opinion pieces are determined by whether or

not the thesis statement and its supporting evidence are structured properly or not.
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