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Civil Society by Antonio Gramsci and Critque of political Economy

—Transformation of hegemonic structure from corporatism to governance

SAITO Hideharu
Abstract

Economics in the twentieth century is based on dualism of the state and market. However it
has lost sight of the concept of civil society that forms the root of the state and market. The
Ttalian Marxist,Antonio Gramsci discovered the concept of civil society through the concept of
hegemony,that is to say, intellectual and moral leadership. I attempt to view the transformation
of accumulation structure in post-war capitalism in developed countries as a structural
transformation of civil society. That is to say, the transformation from Fordism to post-
Fordism results from the transition from corporatism to governance in civil society.

In particular I emphasize that the transition is not one from government to governance, but
from corporatism to governance.

I also identify the discourse of economics as the important element of hegemonic struggle in
civil society. Therefore the shift in mainstream of economics from keynesian economics to neo
classical economics, from neoclassical to institutional economics is firmly linked with hegemonic
struggle in civil society.
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