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Reconsideration of Friendship and Esteem

From Descartes to Alain

SOGA Chiaki

Abstract

The concepts of amitié (friendship) and estime (esteem) were previously investigated
in the article Friendship and Esteem (Journal of Human Environmental Studies 14),
by referring to letters between Descartes and Chanut. The goals of this article are
to deepen that analysis by introducing the thoughts of Alain and by focusing on a
new aspect of these two concepts, and to clarify what kind of morality is necessary
for human communities and whether the morality of 17th and 20th century French
philosophy is still relevant in the 21st century. In addition, the possibility of applying

modern morality to the 21st century cyberspace era will be considered.
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